The unexpected emergence and subsequent pandemic spread of a unique H1N1 virus in 2009 have had many consequences. In many ways, it has tested our global and national pandemic preparedness planning and questioned the underlying assumptions in plans which had been largely prompted by the ongoing epizootic of H5N1 viruses. Nevertheless, that planning provided both the basis and stimulation for studies on the evolution of this unique human influenza outbreak, and its consequences, in a way that had not been possible in previous outbreaks and often in geographic locations where little data on influenza previously existed. Consequently, there have been an unprecedented number of manuscripts reporting various aspects of the pandemic. Influenza and Other Respiratory Viruses currently has several manuscripts awaiting publication which, after peer-review, have been considered to contain sufficiently novel information which will contribute to the overall understanding of this unique event. In order to achieve timely publication, we have offered authors the opportunity to bring forward the publication of H1N1 manuscripts that have been recommended for acceptance, by the publication of an online only issue of the journal. Many authors have taken advantage of this opportunity, and the resulting special issue of the journal contains a number of articles dealing largely with epidemiological and clinical observations of the H1N1 pandemic in a variety of geographic locations.
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